Section ofPhysical Medicine 861 erosions which are invisible in standard projections. Brewerton (1967, Brit. J. Radiol. 40, 233) has described a tangential projection of the metacarpal heads and Norgaard (1965, Radiology, 85, 325) a view of the hands taken in the 'ballcatching' position. The latter may incidentally reveal erosions of the pisiform and triquetrum. Other less conventional views, such as lateral projections of interphalangeal joints and slightly off-centred oblique views may show erosions to be considerably larger than would otherwise have been suspected. Rarely an erosion heals without trace, but the usual result is a circumscribed defect with a dense sclerotic margin, to remain as a permanent indication of the disease.
Other irreversible changes include joint space narrowing with little or no reactive bone formation, subluxation and subchondral bone cysts. Such relatively advanced changes may be found in patients who suffer only mildly from the disease and therefore present at a relatively late stage. Indeed, symptoms at that time may be the result of secondary joint degeneration. The characteristic appearance of the hip-joint affected by rheumatoid disease (narrowing of the medial portion of the joint space, medial migration of the femoral head and the development of protrusio acetabuli) may be closely simulated by many cases of so-called idiopathic osteoarthritis. The more aggressive forms of the disease, therefore, are likely to represent only a minority of the total number of individuals affected. [Abridged] by F Campbell Golding FRCP FFR (The Middlesex Hospital, London) When I became a radiologist, rheumatism was a dead subject. It would have been pleasant to share in the radiological advances made.
Radiology in Locomotor Disorders
Only twelve years ago we could not identify the characteristic appearance of the Reiter's heel. I had a dozen films of this lesion and failed to determnine the cause. The only feature that was common to all was the fact that they were young adult males. Reiter's disease was forgotten at that time and venereal disease was not mentioned in any of the clinical notes.
At this time also, the characteristic radiological appearance in the tibia of polyarteritis nodosa was unknown. Although rare, it was customary to amputate the patient's leg for intractable pain.
Recently the condition known as pseudo-gout has been described and classified as a crystal synovitis. Radiologists have been looking at these lesions all their radiological life without comprehension.
It is not customary to radiograph the sacroiliac joint in rheumatoid arthritis. I collected 68 patients who happened to have these radiographs. There were 57 females and 11 males. There were 18 patients who had slight or very slight unilateral lesions, 6 who had slight bilateral lesions and 3 who had obvious bilateral lesions.
I also collected 28 cases of osteitis condensans ilii; 27 were women. More than half had symptoms which could have been caused by the lesion. A significant number started symptoms after childbirth. The youngest patient was 29 years of age and the oldest 50. Possibly the lesions disappear with age. It is also possible that this disease is related to ankylosing spondylitis. It was often extremely difficult to determine whether there was slight erosion of the joint margins.
Radiology of the shoulder-joint is very dis-appointing. The shoulder-joint is not like any other joint. There are never the large osteophytes, the subchondral cysts, the sclerosis of articular surfaces, or gross cartilage loss. This is because the radiological findings in the rheumatic diseases depend upon changes in the rotator cuff. These changes are: pitting of the anatomical neck, upward movement of the humeral head, sclerosis of the acromion and atrophy of the tuberosities.
Pitting of the anatomical neck follows degeneration and tearing of the fibres of the cuff which are inserted there. Upward movement of the head follows atrophy of the fibres of the cuff which fill the space under the acromion. Sclerosis of the acromion is caused by pressure and atrophy of the tuberosities follows disuse.
Some years ago I collected 150 cases diagnosed (at an orthopeedic hospital) as capsulitis, periarthritis or frozen shoulder. There were 21 patients less than 45 years old and 24 more than 65. The females numbered 98 and the males 52. Only 66 showed evidence of the four radiological signs specified.
In another series of 227 cases diagnosed as tendinitis or subacromial bursitis, 69 had calcification in the capsule. Chondromalacia patellk: The middle-aged patient who has osteoarthritis confined to the patella with local cartilage loss is really suffering from the late effects of chondromalacia. An odd feature about cartilage is that it begins to degenerate when it ceases to grow or even before this. I collected 277 patients with this disease at one hospital and 64 who had been operated upon at another. In these two series there were 52 and 14 respectively who had radiological changes. Of the 341 patients 176 were under 30 years of age and 94 under 20. The youngest patient was 9 years old. Any doubtful radiological appearance can be confirmed by an anteroposterior tomograph of the patella; this will demonstrate the characteristic lunar pitting of the articular surface.
